Akitoshi Nakashima, MD, PhD,
Professor

Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of Toyama
[image: image1.jpg]


Akitoshi Nakashima, MD, PhD is Professor in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Toyama. He received his Medical Degree at Toyama Medical and Pharmaceutical University (TMPU) in Toyama, Japan, which was integrated into University of Toyama in 2005. He completed internship and residency training in OB/GYN at TMPU under the guidance of Professor Shigeru Saito. Dr. Nakashima’s independent research  started with work on Parvovirus B19 infection  in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology at Tohoku University, Japan. He then relocated to the OB/GYN department at TMPU where he became an Assistant Professor and engaged in clinical responsibilities as well as in basic research in the field of  reproductive immunology. His recent focus has been on NK and Treg cells and on the role of autophagy in pregnancy-related disorders, including preeclampsia, recurrent pregnancy failure, and premature delivery. He also spent 2 1/2 years working in Dr. Surendra Sharma’s Lab as a postdoctoral fellow where he carried out seminal research on autophagy in preeclampsia and normal pregnancy. Based on his international reputation and excellence of research, he was recently appointed Professor and Head of OB/GYN at Toyama University. In his new role he replaces  Professor Shigeru Saito in the Department. He has received numerous governmental and non-governmental research grants, including Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI), Grants-in-Aid for Young Scientists, Tamura Science and Technology Foundation, Yamaguchi Endocrine Research Foundation, and Kanzawa Medical Research Foundation.
Dr. Nakashima is a Council member of International Society for Immunology of Reproduction (ISIR) and an editorial board member of AJRI. Dr. Nakashima has been quite active in ASRI and was given poster presentation and travel awards in 2014 and 2015. He is also actively engaged in Japan Society for Immunology of Reproduction (JSIR). He would be an asset to ASRI and foster the relationship between AJRI and JSIR. 
