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Marta Rodriguez-Garcia, MD, PhD is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Immunology at Tufts University School of Medicine. She 
received her Medical Degree from the University of Granada (Spain) and 
completed her residency training in Clinical Immunology at Hospital Clinic of 
Barcelona (Spain), earning the Clinic-MSD award for “Best Resident”. During 
her training, she performed two visiting fellowships at the Boston Children’s 
Hospital and the Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City.   Dr. Rodriguez-
Garcia obtained her PhD in Cellular Biology from the University of Barcelona 
(Spain) and completed her first postdoctoral fellowship in HIV immunology 

at the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard. Dr. Rodriguez-Garcia then joined Dr. Wira’s laboratory 
at the Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth as a Research Associate to specialize in mucosal and 
reproductive immunology. 

Her NIH-funded laboratory at Tufts focuses on understanding how immune responses in the female 
reproductive tract protect women from HIV acquisition. The Rodriguez-Garcia Lab is particularly 
interested in defining the early innate immune mechanisms that protect against infection in the female 
genital mucosa, and how these responses are modified as women age. Her research is currently focused 
on characterizing the role of tissue neutrophils and dendritic cells in mucosal HIV acquisition. In addition 
to HIV infection, areas of primary interest include other sexually transmitted infections and 
understanding hormonal regulation of immune responses and changes after menopause. Dr. Rodriguez-
Garcia is currently funded by the National Institute of Health (NIH), she has received several internal 
awards in the past, and she has consistently received a number of travel awards and invitations to 
present her research at national and international conferences. She has also served as an ad-hoc 
reviewer for NIH Study Section. 

Dr. Rodriguez-Garcia joined the ASRI early in her career and has been an active member since then. From 
the beginning, she has attended and presented at the ASRI meetings, and co-chaired sessions in 2015, 
2019 and the upcoming 2021. She was selected by Dr. Kaushic to be the Co-Chair of the Publications 
Committee, thanks to Dr. Hanna’s initiative to include junior researchers in the committees. Currently, 
she is part of the Program Committee. She has regularly reviewed papers for AJRI, published in AJRI and 
recently became an Associate Editor of AJRI. 

 


